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- T DawriSEcREgACCEIVED
SENATORS AND OFFICERS POST-TRAVEL | -

DISCLOSURE OF TRAVEL EXPENSES | S e

This disclosure, along with a copy of the Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form and all -
attachments, MUST be provided to the Office of Public Records, Room 232 of the Hart !
Building, within 30 days after the travel 1s completed. I

W . S N S sy i il

In compliance with Rule 35.2(a) and (c), I r Sen. Dick Durbin , make the following
(Name of Senator/Officer)
disclosures with respect to travel expenses that have been or will be reimbursed/paid for me.

Pnivate Sponsor(s) (list all)': P'(SQ@Q Jm&h\\)w\m M - o

Travel date(s): May 28-June 2, 2018

Destination(s): Helsinki, Finland

Name of accompanying family member (if any): Mrs. Loretta Durbin
Relationship to Member/Officer: [x] Spouse L] Child

FILL IN THE APPROPRIATE LINES. I[F THE COST OF LODGING DID NOT INCREASE DUE TO THE ACCOMPANYING
SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT CHILD, ONLY INCLUDE LODGING COSTS IN EMPLOYEE EXPENSES. (Attach additional pages if

necessary.)
Expenses for Senator/Officer:

Transportation Lodging Meal Other Expenses -
- Expenses Expenses Expenses (Amount & Description)

Good Faith $930 $625
Estimate $4.110

[ Actual
Amount

$795 meeting room expenses

Expenses for Accompanying Spouse or Dependent Child (if applicable)

Transportation . Lodging Meal Other Expenses s
Expenses Expenses - Expenses (Amount & Description)

$795 meeting room expenses

Good Faith
Estimate

L] Actual
Amount

Provide a description of all meetings and events attended. See Senate Rule 35.2(c)(6). (Attach additional pages if

necessary.): See attached agenda

I HAVE MADE A DETERMINATION THAT THE TRAVEL DESCRIBED ABOVE WAS IN CONNECTION WITH MY
DUTIES AS AN OFFICEHOLDER, AND DID NOT CREATE THE APPEARANCE THAT [ WAS USING PUBLIC

OFFICE FOR PRIVATE GAIN.

(Signatur&of Senator/Officer)
(Revised 1/3/11) Form RE-3
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PRIVATE SPONSOR TRAVEL CERTIFICATION FORM

This form must be completed by any private entity offering to provide travel or reimbursement for travel to
Senate Members, officers, or employees (Senate Rule 35, clause 2). Each sponsor of a fact-finding trip must sign
the completed form. The trip sponsor(s) must provide a copy of the completed form to each invited Senate
traveler, who will then forward it to the Ethics Committee with any other required materials. The trip sponsor(s)
should NOT submit the form directly to the Ethics Committee. Please consult the accompanying instructions for
more detailed definitions and other key information.

The Senate Member, officer, or employee MUST also provide a copy of this form, along with the appropriate
trave!l authorization and reimbursement form, to the Office of Public Records (OPR), Room 232 of the Hart

Building, within thirty (30) days after the travel is completed.

The Aspen Institute, Inc. (Congressional Program)
.  Sponsor(s) of the trip (please list all sponsors):

An extensive look at the US and Russia relationship including meetings with

2. Description of the trip:

the presidents of Finland and Estonia

1 Dates of travel: May 29, 2018-June 2, 2018

Helsinki. Finland and Tallinn, Estonia

-
il L —

4. Place of travel:

5 Name and title of Senate invitees: " Sen. Dick Durbin & Mrs. Durbin: Sen. Mike Lee & Mrs. Lee

6. [ certify that the trip fits one of the following categories:

Xl (A) The sponsor(s) are not registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal and do not retain or

employ registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal and no lobbyist or agents of a foreign

principal will accompany the Member, officer, _“ghr_%mployee at any point throughout the trip.
| To

h—-.-.n—-—'l-r

[l (B) The sponsor or sponsors are not registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal, but retain or
employ one or more registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal and the trip meets the
requirements of Senate Rule 35.2(a)(2)(A)(1) or (11) (see question 9).

7. X certify that the trip will not be financed in any part by a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign
principal.
= AND -

I certify that the sponsor or sponsors will not accept funds or in-kind contributions earmarked directly

or indirectly for the purpose of financing this specific trip from a registered lobbyist or agent of a
foreign principal or from a private entity that retains or employs one or more registered lobbyists or

agents of a foreign principal.

8. 1certify that:

Xl The trip will not in any part be planned, organized, requested, or arranged by a registered lobbyist or

agent of a foretgn principal except tor de minimis Iobbynst mvo]vement
-AND =

The traveler will not be accompanied on the trip by a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign principal
except as provided for by Committee regulations relating to lobbyist accompaniment (see question 9).

Private Sponsor Certification - Page 1 of 4
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9.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

USE ONLY IF YOU CHECKED QUESTION 6(B)
I certify that if the sponsor or sponsors retain or employ one or more registered lobbyists or agents of a

. foreign principal, one of the following scenarios applies:

[l (A) The trip is for attendance or participation in a one-day event (exclusive of travel time and one

overnight stay) and no registered lobbyists or agents of a forclgn principal will accompany the Member,
ofﬁcer or employee on any segment of the trip.

~OR =

] (B) The trip 1s for attendance or participation in a one-day event (exclusive of travel time and two

overnight stays) and no registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal will accompany the’
Member, officer, or employee on any segment of the trip (see guestions 6 and 10).

Z0OR <

D (C) The tnp is being sponsored only by an orgamzatlon or orgamzatlons designated under § 501 (c)(3)

of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and no reg:stered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal will
accompany the Member, officer, or employee at any point throughout the trip.

USE ONLY IF YOU CHECKED QUESTION 9(B) |
If the trip includes two overnight stays, please explain why the second mght is practically required for
Senate invitees to participate in the travel: *

B An itinerary for the trip is attached to this form. I certify that the attached itinerary is a detailed (hour-
by-hour), complete, and final itinerary for the trip.

Briefly describe the role of each sponsor in organizing and conducting the tﬁp:

The Aspen Institute Congressional Program (AICP) is-the sole sponsor of this conference and developed

S L i L — ok i

the agenda, organized the travel, planned the conference, and invited the participants.

Briefly describe the stated mission of each sponsor and how the purpose of the fn‘p relates to that mission:

| Aspen Institute, Inc. is a non-profit organization, and its broad mission is conducting nongartisan forums

and the exchange of ideas, on issues impacting the United States and the world. The Aspen Institute

Congressional Program’s conference in Helsinki and Tallinn on the relationship between the United
States and Russia is to.take an in-depth analysis of U.S. policy challenges.

Briefly describe each sponsor’s prior history of sponsoring congressional trips:

The Aspen Institute Congressional Program has a 35-year history of conducting non-partisan education

e

forums for members of Congress.

Private Sponsor Certification - Page 2 of 4



i
(.

15. Brietly describe thé educational activities performed by each sponsor (other than sponsoring congressional
trips):

In addition to the conferences, AICP annually offers 25 breakfasts for members of Congress, 5 lunches

—— v P

for congressional staff members-each event offering a leading scholar on a key national or international

i el ikl il il - A -l P L s e S, i

issue. One congressional staff conference per year is offered on a key foreign or domestic issue.

16. Total Expenses for Each Participant:

Lodging . | Mea'l

Transportation Other
Expenses Expenses Expenses Expenses
$4 000 $930 $625 $795 meeting room
| for the senator for the senator expenses for the
| for the senator senator
<l Good Faith 0 5625
| | . _0-
estimate $4,000 for the spouse for the spouse $795 meeting room
| for the spouse ] expenses for the
D Actual Spouse

Amounts

17. State whether a) the trip involves an event that 1s arranged or organized without regard to congressional
participation or b) the trip involves an event that i1s arranged or orgamized specifically with regard to
congresstonal participation: |

The conference is organized specifically with regard to congressional participation.

E— — —— o . . il . —

18. Reason for selecting the location of the event or trip

Finland and Estonia provide the opportunity for regional scholars to participate and for the members of

Congress to meet with the leaders in both countries.

wininfsuibli e ikl il sl

19. Name and location of hotel or other lodging facility:

Hotel Haven - Helsinki, Finland

20. Reason(s) for selecting hotel or other lodging facility:

The hotel offers conference services required including technology and meeting space. Facility security

was a key factor including private meeting and dining rooms.

ke A i —— ninlsinl e e T T Y R e - N Y
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21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Describe how the daily expenses for lodging, meals, and other expenses provided to trip participants
compares to the maximum per diem rates for official Federal Government travel:

Lodging and meals are both under the published per diem rates for this.time period.

il . il i L e P i —

Describe the type and class of transportation being provided. Indicate whether coach, business-class or first
class transportation will be provided. If first-class fare is being provided, please explain why first-class
travel 1s necessary: |

Roundtrip business class flights on a commercial airline carrier;

Roundtrip comfort class seats.on a commercial ferry

- - e . - A el

I represent that the travel expenses that will be paid for or reimbursed to Senate invitees do not include

expenditures for recreational activities, alcohol, or entertainment (other than entertainment provided to
all attendees as an integral part of the event, as permissible under Senate Rule 35).

List any entertainment that will be provided to, paid for, or reimbursed to Senate invitees and explain why
the entertainment 1s an integral part of the event:

None

— DAl —_— _ . ]

Signature of Travel Sponsor:

Dan Glickman, V en Institute: E¥ecutive Director-Congressional Program

AP _ e

Name and Title:

. . The Aspen Institute, Inc. (Congressional Program
Name of Organization: P . ( J J ) A

Address:

2300 N Street, NW, Washington, DC, 20037

Telephone Number: _202-736-5-859 (I-_lsa Jones)

NA
Fax Number: . _ (

E-mail Address: | o1ones@aspeninst.org

Private Sponsor Certification - Page 4 of 4\



Appendix to Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form

Aspen Institute Congressional Program — US-Russia Conference — May 28-June 3, 2018

Question 1. Sponsor(s) of the trip (pleasé list all sponsors) — The Aspen Institute, Inc. (Congressional
Program)

Aspen Institute is the sole sponsor of this US-Russia conference. The organization has received general
support and unrestricted funds from The Henry Luce Foundation, Democracy Fund foundation,
Rockefeller Brothers Fund foundation, and Carnegie Corporation of New York foundation. These

foundation funds were not earmarked for a specific trip.

Question 14. On occasion, other policy and public programs of the Aspen Institute sponsor trips that
involve members of Congress or congressional staff.

Question 15. The Aspen Institute holds numerous educational activities, including conferences,
roundtables, briefings and other nonpartisan forums on critical issues facing the U.S. and the world.

Question 16.
Daily breakdown of meeting room expenses for the total of $795:
May 29 - $82
May 30 - 5226
May 31 -5226
June 1-5226

(7 June 2 - S35
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THE ASPEN l INSTITUTE
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Dan Glickman
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Executive Director

Congressional Program

2300 N St., NW
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({::B www . aspeninstitute.org

January 22, 2018

The Honorable Richard Durbin
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Dick:

I would like to invite you and Loretta to participate in a congressional
conference on U.S.-Russia Relations: Policy Challenges in a New Era,
May 28-June 3, 2018, in Helsinki, Finland and Tallinn, Estonia, during the
Memorial Day recess. We have limited space and must hear from you
proactively as soon as possible if you wish to participate.

A severely strained U.S.-Russia relationship continues to raise risks for U.S. national
security. Accusations have been made that each country is violating the arms control
framework that maintains stability between the world's two leading nuclear powers,
while NATO and Russia have increased deployments and exercises in close proximity to
one another. Casualties continue to rise in Ukraine and strict sanctions on Russia may
remain in place for years to come. In response, Russia has deepened its ties with
China and governments that share its hostility toward the U.S. Concerns about Russia's
ongoing cyberattacks, information war and other meddling in the domestic politics of
Western democracies underscore the difficulty and the stakes of managing U.S.-Russia
conflict. All these issues and more will be analyzed in a comprehensive focus reflected
on the attached agenda outline. |

We will have a mix of contributors from Russia, the UK, Estonia, Finland and
Ukraine as well as prominent American scholars to assist our discussions.
Attendance is by invitation only, with no outside observers, lobbyists, or
congressional staff. Funding is provided solely by grants from foundations—no
government, individual, corporate or special interest funds are accepted.

Under guidelines established by the Senate Select Ethics Committee, we will
provide you with a signed Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form affirming
that no lobbyists fund this activity, that the Aspen Institute does not hire or
retain lobbyists, and that no lobbyists will be present. Our purpose is
education, not advocacy.

This program is designed for Members of both the Senate and the House.
Please note that because the House has adopted rules that preclude registered
lobbyists from attending our events, if your accompanying spouse of family
member is a registered lobbyist, the rules would bar their participation.

Departure will be on Monday, May 28" and we will return on Sunday, June 3.
Should you accept the invitation, it is required that you participate through the
duration of the conference.

e - Ve e el - - W e —
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My

The Honorable Richard Durbin

January 22, 2018
Page Two

Expenses for you and Loretta, including airfare on a carrier with whom we have
negotiated a fare, lodging and meals will be paid by the Aspen Institute Congressional
Program. Under the ethics rules, no expenses are covered for entertainment or
recreation. Congressional participants are limited to only one accompanying family
member.

The Aspen Institute, an independent, nonprofit organization founded in 1950, provides
a nonpartisan, neutral forum for ieaders to discuss critical issues. The Institute’s
Congressional Program is designed to promote leadership on selected public policy
issues in the Congress by bringing legislators together with internationally-recognized
scholars and analysts in high-level discussion. Since the program'’s inception, over 450
Members of Congress have participated in the 135 conferences we have conducted.

Additionally, we hold breakfast meetings in the Capitol throughout the year to keep
Members of Congress up-to-date between our annual conferences.' We hope you will
be able to participate in the extended educational offerings of our breakfast series.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 202-736-5825. 1 hope you and
Loretta will join us for this important conference.

Sincerely,

7

Dan Glick_man



U.S.-RUSSIA RELATIONS:

POLICY CHALLENGES IN A NEW ERA

THE ASPEN INSTITUTE CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM

May 28-June 3, 2018 Melsinki, Finland and Tallinn, Estonia
Agenda overview as of 5/3/2018

Roundtable Discussion, 11 am-1 pm
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, PROLIFERATION,
CYBERSECURITY, & STRATEGIC

MONDAY, May 28:
American participants depart the USA

TUESDAY, May 29: STABILITY
Dinner Speaker Andrey Baklitskiy, Researcher, PIR Center,
U.S-RUSSIAN PERSPECTIVES: A VIEW Moscow

FROM HELSINKI |
Sauli Niinisto, President of Finland*

Desmond Browne, Member of the House of
Lords, former UK Defence Secretary, London
Elaine Bunn, former Deputy Assistant

WEDNESDAY, May 30: Secretary of Defense for Nuclear and Defense
Roundtable Discussion, 9 am-1 pm Policy

U.S.-RUSSIA RELATIONS:
WHAT IS AT STAKE, WHAT IS POSSIBLE,
AND WHY IT MATTERS

John Beyrile, former U.S. Ambassador to Russia

FRIDAY, June 1:
Roundtable Discussion, 9 am-11 am
WESTERN SANCTIONS AND ENERGY

Robert Legvold, Professor Emeritus,
Department of Political Science, Columbia
University

Dmitri Trenin, Director, Carnegie Moscow
Center, Moscow

Pre-Dinner Remarks

FACTORS IN U.S.-RUSSIA RELATIONS
Oksana Antonenko, Visiting Fellow, Institute
of Global Affairs, London School of Economics
Markku Kivinen, Director, Aleksanteri Institute
for Excellence in Russian Studies, Helsinki

Chris Miller. Assistant Professor, Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University

A RUSSIAN PERSPECTIVE ON THE U.S.-
RUSSIAN RELATIONSHIP |

Sergey Kislyak, First Deputy, Foreign Relations
Committee, Russian Federation Council, (former
ambassador to the U.S.) Moscow

Roundtable Discussion, 11 am-1 pm
POLICY REFLECTIONS (MEMBERS ONLY)

SATURDAY, June 2;

Day Trip to Tallinn

Individual meetings with scholars on the ferry
rige to Tallinn

THURSDAY, May 31:
Roundtable Discussion, 9 am-11 am

L: RUSSIA-U.S. TENSIONS OVER NATO, A BALTIC PERSPECTIVE ON U.S.-RUSSIA
MY EUROPEAN SECURITY, UKRAINE AND THE RELATIONS

F"’i BALTICS Juri Ratas, Prime Minister of Estonia

( :,, Oleksandr Chalyi, former Deputy Ukrainian

3 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Kiev SUNDAY, June 3:

EI*:! Kadbri Liik, Senior Policy Fellow, European Participants return to U.S.

3 Council on Foreign Relations, Tallinn

(D Fyodor Lukyanov, Editor-in-Chief, Russia in Resource Scholars

() Global Affairs, Moscow Arkady Moshes, Program Director, Finnish
(' Olga Oliker, Director, Russia and Eurasia Institute of International Affairs, Helsinki

(3 Program, Center for Strategic & International René Nyberg, former Finnish Ambassador to
ot Studies Moscow, Helsinki

Katri Pynnoniemi, Assistant Professor of
Russian Security Policy, Aleksanteri Institute,
University of Helsinki, Helsinki
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i POLICY CHALLENGES IN A NEW ERA

U.S.-RUSSIA RELATIONS:

reglip— i . wmem o el . __—-.——_—.—-_-—-——_—_- L, PEE BN N W _—-—m S ) S

Agenda overview as of 5/3/2018 THE ASPEN INSTITUTE CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM
May 28-June 3, 2018 Helsinki, Finland and Tallinn, Estonia

SATURDAY, May 26:
Sen. Dick Durbin and his wife, Loretta Durbin, depart Chicago at 8:55 pm on British Airways

296.

i
s 1

SUNDAY, May 27
Sen. Dick Durbin and his wife, Loretta Durbin, arrive in London at 10:40 am and continue travel

at personal expense.

MONDAY, May 28:
American participants depart the USA

Sen. Dick Durbin and his wife, Loretta Durbin, continue travel at personal expense.

TUESDAY, May 29:
All participants arrive in Helsinki

Sen. Dick Durbin and his wife, Loretta Durbin, arrive in Helsinki at 4:20 pm and join the
conference.

6:00-7:00 pm Pre-Dinner Remarks
U.S-RUSSIAN PERSPECTIVES: A VIEW FROM HELSINKI
Sauli Niinisto, President of Finland

7:00-9:00 pm Working Dinner
Seating is arranged to expose participants to a diverse range of views
and provide opportunity for a meaningful exchange of ideas. Scholars and
lawmakers are rotated daily. Discussion will focus on the opportunities,
challenges and potential solutions regarding U.S.-Russia relations.

WEDNESDAY, May 30:

7:00-8:55 am Breakfast is available
8:00 am Breakfast Meeting for Conference Scholars
9:00 am INTRODUCTION AND FRAMEWORK OF THE CONFERENCE
Dan Glickman, Executive Director,
Aspen Institute Congressional Program
9:15-11:00 am Roundtable Discussion

U.S.-RUSSIA RELATIONS: WHAT IS AT STAKE, WHAT IS
POSSIBLE, AND WHY IT MATTERS



U.S.-Russia relations are at their lowest point in decades, comparable in
some respects to the tensest years of the Cold War. Washington accuses
Moscow of meddling in the 2016 U.S. election, attempting brazen attacks
on U.S. and European targets, and undermining peaceful resolution of the
Syria and Ukraine conflicts, and the North Korean nuclear standoft. A
collapse of diplomatic relations has brought mutual expulsions of
diplomats and shuttering of consulates, while both sides accuse each
other of violating arms control agreements, and both are developing and
deploying new military capabilities aimed at one another. Are the US and
Russia set on an inevitable “collision course” in their respective foreign
policies, dictated by divergent national interests and worldviews, or is the
current impasse more a function of specific policy disagreements and
clashes of personalities and institutions?

How do Russians define their national interests, and how do they
see their role in the world?
How do Russian domestic politics shape Russia’s view of the

United States?

Why does Russia matter for U.S. national interests? Is it a threat?
What are the risks of continued or deepening U.S.-Russia conflict?
What U.S. policy approaches are likely to lead to an outcome
where Russia is less of a threat and/or adversary?

Are there prospects for improving the U.S.-Russia relationship?
What are our common interests?

How can the U.S. and Russia manage conflict in the cyber domain,
including the fallout of Russian election hacking in 2016, and the
risks for 20187

- Social media has driven a transformation in the global economy

and in democratic politics. How can freedom of expression and
innovation be protected while deterring states from abusing social
media to wage information warfare?

How does the U.S. Congress (and the Russian Duma and
Federation Council) engage on U.S.-Russia relations? Which have
been the most significant impacts of legislative action on the
relationship?

Are our current formats for official, second track and unofficial
engagement adequate? Are other arrangements needed to
manage this relationship?

John Beyrle, former U.S. Ambassador to Russia

Robert Legvold, Professor Emeritus in the Department

of Political Science, Columbia University, New York

Matthew Rojansky, Director, The Kennan Institute, The Wilson Center
- Dmitri Trenin, Director, Carnegie Moscow Center, Moscow

11:00 am Break



11:15 am-1:00 pm

1:00-2:00 pm

2:30-4:00 pm

6:00-7:00 pm

7:00-9:00 pm

Roundtable Discussion Continues

Working Luncheon

Discussion continues between members of Congress and scholars on the
challenges for the U.S. policy regarding Russia. |

Individual Discussions

Members of Congress and scholars meet individually to discuss U.S.

foreign policy. Scholars available to meet individually with members of

Congress for in-depth discussion of ideas raised in the morning and
luncheon sessions include John Beyrle, Robert Legvold, Matthew
Rojansky, and Dmitri Trenin.

Pre-Dinner Speaker
A RUSSIAN PERSPECTIVE ON THE U.S.-RUSSIAN RELATIONSHIP

Sergey Kislyak, First Deputy, Foreign Relations Committee,
Russlan Federation Council, (former ambassador to the U.S.) Moscow

Working Dinner

Scholars and members of Congress will explore topics covered in the
conference. Seating is arranged to expose participants to a diverse range
of views and provide opportunity for a meaningful exchange of ideas.
Scholars and lawmakers are rotated daily. Discussion will focus on the
key policy issues at stake in U.S.-Russia relations and their importance.

THURSDAY, May 31:

7:00-8:55 am

9:00-11:00 am

Breakfast is available

Roundtable Discussion
U.S.-RUSSIA TENSIONS OVER NATO, EUROPEAN SECURITY,

UKRAINE AND THE BALTICS
The fighting in Ukraine has become the latest and most costly failure of
the Euro-Atlantic and Eurasian security architecture since the end of the
Cold War. More than 10,000 have been killed, and millions have been
displaced, with the damage to infrastructure and economies reaching into
the hundreds of billions of dollars. Russians argue that rapid enlargement
of NATO and the EU over two decades has demonstrated the West's
indifference to Russian concerns and objections, while U.S. allies in the
region identify Russia as an acute threat to their security, and point to
Russia’s intervention in Ukraine as proof of Moscow’s aggressive
intentions. Does an “"America First” approach lessen the U.S. commitment
to NATO?

e What is the risk of military conflict between Russia and NATO?

e How do European states closest to Russia (the Baltics, Poland,
and the Black Sea region) think about their own security and the
broader problems for the region?



e What is the motivation for Russia’s policy in Ukraine? How does it
see U.S. and European involvement in Ukraine?

e Can the Minsk agreements be salvaged as a framework for
managing and resolving the Donbas conflict?
How can Russia’s behavior be modified? What U.S. policies are
likely to help lessen the Russian threat?

e Are U.S. and EU policies likely to aggravate Russia’s aggressive

- tendencies or reduce risks of Russian interference in the former

Soviet space?

e What are the prospects for the dispute over Crimea? Will this be
an indefinite obstacle to productive relations between Ukraine and
Russia, and between Russia and the West? |

Oleksandr Chalyi, former Deputy Ukrainian Minister of Foreign Aﬁ‘é/'rs, Klev

Kadri Liik, Senior Policy Fellow, European Council on Foreign Relations, Tallinn

11:00 am

11:15 am-1:00 pm

Fyodor Lukyanov, Editor-in-Chief, Russia in Global Affairs, Moscow
Olga Oliker, Director, Russia and Eurasia Program,
| Center for Strategic & International Studies

Break

Roundtable Discussion

NUCLEAR WEAPONS, PROLIFERATION, CYBERSECURITY AND
STRATEGIC STABILITY |

Russia and the United States possess over 90% of the world’s nuclear
weapons, and each has the ability to destroy the other in less than one
hour. Presidents Trump and Putin have discussed the U.S.-Russia nuclear
relationship and have dispatched officials to hold initial talks, but a return
to major bilateral arms control negotiations now-seems unlikely. - The

‘sides accuse one another of violating the 1987 INF treaty, and both are

committed to significant modernization investments in their nuclear

arsenals. Russia views rapidly advancing U.S. anti-missile defense, space

weapons, and high precision conventional weapons as game changers, .

and the U.S. is deeply concerned about Russia’s defense doctrine, which

apparently lowers the threshold for nuclear use in case of conflict.

e Isit necessary and if so, is it possible, to save the nuclear arms
control regime? |

e How does each side think about “stability™? Is a strategically stable
relationship between nuclear powers desnrable or even possible?

e What's the significance of the relationship between offensive and
defensive capabilities (such as Ballistic Missile Defense), and between
nuclear and non-nuclear capabilities
(such as space, cyber, long-range precision strlke)?

e Does either side view nuclear first use as legitimate? What is meant
by the “escalate to de-escalate” doctrine?
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1:00-2:00 pm

2:30-4:00 pm

6:30-8:30 pm

FRIDAY, June 1:
/7:00-8:55 am

9:00-11:00 am

e How does each side see the threat from North Korea’s ongoing
nuclear activities? If the Iran nuclear deal collapses, how is Russia
likely to respond? What can be done to address these threats?

Andrey Baklitskiy, Researcher, PIR Center, Moscow
Desmond Browne, Member of the House of Lords,

former UK Defence Secretary, London

Elaine Bunn, former Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Nuclear and Defense Policy

Working Luncheon
Discussion continues between members of Congress and scholars on the
challenges for the U.S. policy regarding Russia.

Individual Discussions

Members of Congress and scholars meet individually to discuss U.S.
foreign policy. Scholars available to meet individually with members of
Congress for in-depth discussion of ideas raised in the morning and
luncheon sessions include Andrey Baklitsky, Desmond Browne, Oleksandr
Chalyi, Kadri Liik, Fyodor Lukyanov, Olga Oliker, and Elaine Bunn.

Working Dinner

Seating is arranged to expose participants to a diverse range of views
and provide opportunity for a meaningful exchange of ideas. Scholars and
lawmakers are rotated daily. Scholars will discuss with members of
Congress their perspective on the challenge of arms control, and the role
of NATO, Ukraine and the Baltics in the context of U.S.-Russia relations.

Breakfast is available

Roundtable Discussion
WESTERN SANCTIONS AND ENERGY FACTORS IN U.S. RUSSIA
RELATIONS
Under pressure from low energy prices and Western sanctions, Russia
has seen a significant real GDP decline and a collapse of the Russian
stock market since 2014. Yet in 2017/, the Russian economy was set to
grow by around 2%, and Russia‘’s government has not suffered anywhere
near the negative political consequences that many Western experts
predicted at the start of the recent downturn. Although ordinary Russians
resent corrupt officials and oligarchs, they do not seem to associate flat
or declining wages and living standards with their own government'’s
policies, and Mr. Putin has remained popular going into his fourth
presidential term of six years.

e What is the current state of the Russian economy? What is the

state of the federal budget? Is Russia in recession?
 How does the state of the Russian economy influence Russian
domestic politics and foreign policy?



e Is Russia a state in decline or a rising global power? How does
this reality constrain or drive Russia’s asp|rat|0ns regarding its role
in the world?

o Is Russia effectively isolated as a result of Western sanctions?
How has it pursued non-Western economic relationships and
developed new trading blocs as an alternative?

o What are Russia’s strongest economic partnerships and how has
Russia’s trade progressed in the context of its isolation from the
West?

e How accurate are the frequent statements from U.S. leaders of
both major political parties that Russia “doesn’t make anything”
other than natural resource exports? How dependent is Russia on
commodity prices?

e How have sanctions, low energy prices, and structural factors
impacted Russia’s economic situation over the past several years?
Are sanctions effective to impose significant “costs” on Russia?

-Oksana Antonenko, London School of Economics
Markku Kivinen, Director, Aleksanteri Institute for
Excellence in Russian Studies, Helsink/

Chris Miller, Assistant Professor,

Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy, Tufts University

'11:00 am

11:15 am-1:00 pm

1:00-2:00 pm

2:30-4:00 pm

6:30-8:30 pm

Break

Roundltable Discussion
POLICY REFLECTIONS (MEMBERS ONLY)
Members of Congress will reflect on the previous discussions and offer

their ideas for policy implications.

Working Luncheon
Discussion continues between members of Congress and scholars on the

challenges for the U.S. policy regarding Russia.

Individual Discussions

Members of Congress and scholars meet individually to discuss U.S.
foreign policy. Scholars available to meet individually with members of
Congress for in-depth discussion of ideas raised in the morning and
luncheon sessions include Oksana Antonenko, Marku Kivinen, and Chris

Miller.

Working Dinner

Scholars and members of Congress will explore topics covered in the
conference. Seating is arranged to expose participants to a diverse range
of views and provide opportunity for a meaningful exchange of ideas.
Scholars and lawmakers are rotated daily. Scholars will discuss with
members of Congress their perspective on the purpose and effectiveness
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SATURDAY, June 2:

of western sanctions against Russia, as well as the role of energy in the
U.S.-Russia relationship and its policy implications.

6:00-6:30 am Breakfast is available

6:30 am

7:30 am

/7:30-9:30 am

Depart hotel for ferry dock

Ferry departs Helsinki for Tallinn

.On-Board Briefing

THE BALTIC FACTOR IN U.S.-RUSSIA RELATIONS

Estonian resident and scholar Kadri Liik will lead a briefing in a private
area on the ferry for Members of Congress to provide analysis of the
perspective of the Baltic states in U.S.-Russia relations and implications
for U.S. policy.

Kadri Liik, Senior Policy Fellow, European Council on Foreign Relations, Tallinn

0:30 am

10:30 am-12:30 pm

12:30-2:30 pm

2:20 pm

2:30-3:30 pm

Arrive in Tallinn

Remarks by the President of Estonia
A BALTIC VIEW OF U.S.-RUSSIA RELATIONS
Kersti Kaljulaid, President of Estonia

Working Luncheon
Discussion continues between members of Congress and scholars on the
challenges for the U.S. policy regarding Russia.

Sen. Dick Durbin and his wife, Loretta Durbin, depart Helsinki at 2:20 pm
On British Airways 6089 and arrive in Chicago at 3:35 pm.

EDUCATIONAL WALK THROUGH HISTORIC TALLINN

Estonian resident and scholar Kadri Liik will lead a walking educational
visit through historic Tallinn, explaining the country’s historic connections
to both Russia and Europe and highlighting its current perspective on
policy challenges as a NATO member which borders Russia.

Kadri Liik, Senior Policy Fellow, European Council on Foreign Relations, Tallinn

3:30 pm
4:30-6:30 pm

7:00 pm

Depart city center for ferry dock
Return on Ferry to HeIsinkj

Arrive at hotel



7:30-9:30 pm Working Dinner |

Scholars and members of Congress will explore topics covered in the
conference. Seating is arranged to expose participants to a diverse range
of views and provide opportunity for a meaningful exchange of ideas.
Scholars and lawmakers are rotated daily. Scholars and members of
Congress will reflect on the discussions an analysis of the past four days

\ to reach conclusions for the most appropriate policies for U.S.-Russia
relations. |

SUNDAY, June 3:
Participants depart Helsinki; arrive in the USA

Resource Scholars: | .
Arkady Moshes, Finnish Institute of International Affairs, Helsinki

‘ Rene Nyberg, former Finnish Ambassador to Moscow, Helsinki
Katri Pynnoniemi, Assistant Professor of Russian Security Policy,
Aleksanteri Institute, University of Helsinki, Helsinki
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