
U.S. Department of Justice 
        Office of Information Policy 
        Suite 11050 

1425 New York Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC  20530-0001 

 
 

Telephone: (202) 514-3642 
 
         October 5, 2018           
 
Mr. Gabe Roth 
Fix the Court 
1440 G Street NW, Suite 801    Re: DOJ-2018-007104 (OLP)        
Washington, DC  20005     18-cv-02091 (D.D.C.) 
gabe@fixthecourt.com     VRB:SJD  
                        
Dear Mr. Roth:    
 
 This is an interim response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated 
and received in this Office on July 24, 2018, for correspondence between the Office of Legal 
Policy and Brett Kavanaugh from January 20, 2001 to May 30, 2006.  This response is made 
on behalf of the Office of Legal Policy (OLP). 
 
 Please be advised that initial searches have been conducted on behalf of OLP, and 
records responsive to your request have been located.  At this time, I have determined that 
seventy-four pages containing records responsive to your request are appropriate for release 
with excisions made pursuant to Exemption 6 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6), which 
pertains to information the release of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
the personal privacy of third parties.  

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement 
and national security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2012 
& Supp. V 2017).  This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements 
of the FOIA.  This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be 
taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. 

 If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact Laura Hunt of the 
Department’s Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch at (202) 616-8207. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 

   
  Vanessa R. Brinkmann 
  Senior Counsel 
 
Enclosures
 

mailto:gabe@fixthecourt.com


 Willett, Don 

 

From:  Willett, Don 

Sent:  Wednesday, April 24, 2002 9:53 AM 

To:  Dinh, Viet; Newstead, Jennifer; 'brett_m._kavanaugh@who.eop.gov';


Bartolomucci (E-mail); Brad Berenson (E-mail); Goodling, Monica; Anne Womack


(E-mail); 'tim_goeglein@who.eop.gov'; Heather Wingate (E-mail); Alex Dahl


(E-mail); Manuel Miranda (E-mail) 

Subject:  CJ Rehnquist Statements from the 2001 Year-End Report re. the Vacancy Crisis 

Attachments:  TPs -- Chief Justice 2001 Report.wpd 
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*Source for all quotations is the Chief Justice’s 2001 Year-End Report on the Federal Judiciary,


released on Tuesday, January 1, 2002.


Quotations by Chief Justice William Rehnquist*


Terrorist Attacks


· "During times such as these, the role of the courts becomes even more important in order


to enforce the rule of law.  To continue functioning effectively and efficiently, however,


the courts must be appropriately staffed.  This means that necessary judgeships must be


created and judicial vacancies must be timely filled with well-qualified candidates."  (p.


2)


Lengthy Confirmation Process Deters Qualified Candidates


· "It is becoming increasingly difficult to find qualified candidates for federal judicial


vacancies.  This is particularly true in the case of lawyers in private practice.  There are


two reasons for these difficulties:  the relatively low pay that federal judges receive,


compared to the amount that a successful, experienced practicing lawyer can make, and


the often lengthy and unpleasant nature of the confirmation process."  (p. 2)


· "But for lawyers coming directly from private practice, there is both a strong financial


disincentive and the possibility of losing clients in the course of the wait for a


confirmation vote."  (p. 4)


Chief Justice Specifically Urges Prompt Action


· "The Senate ought to act with reasonable promptness and to vote each nominee up or


down.  The Senate is not, of course, obliged to confirm any particular nominee.  But it


ought to act on each nominee and to do so within a reasonable time.  I recognize that the


Senate has been faced with many challenges this year, but I urge prompt attention to the


challenge of bringing the federal judicial branch closer to full staffing."  (p. 3)


· "On behalf of the Judiciary, I ask Congress to raise the salaries of the federal judges, and


I ask the Senate to schedule up or down votes on judicial nominees within a reasonable


time after receiving the nomination."  (p. 5)


Alarming Number of Judicial Vacancies


· "Despite an alarming number of judicial vacancies, our courts continue to serve as a


standard of excellence around the world."  (p. 17)
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 Sales, Nathan 

 
From:  Sales, Nathan 

Sent:  Sunday, July 21, 2002 6:35 PM 

To:  Willett, Don; 'Anne Womack (E-mail)'; Goodling, Monica 

Cc:  Dinh, Viet; Remington, Kristi L; Koebele, Steve; 'Brett Kavanaugh (E-mail)';


'Manuel Miranda (E-mail)'; 'Alex Dahl (E-mail)' 

Subject:  RE: we've reformatted the John Hill op-ed (which no paper has picked up) into a


strong pro-Owen letter 

Also, we can have a PDF version tomorrow AM.

 -----Original Message-----
From:  Willett, Don  
Sent: Sunday, July 21, 2002 6:34 PM

To: Anne Womack (E-mail); Goodling, Monica
Cc: Dinh, Viet; Remington, Kristi L; Sales, Nathan; Koebele, Steve; Brett Kavanaugh (E-mail); Manuel Miranda


(E-mail); Alex Dahl (E-mail)
Subject: we've reformatted the John Hill op-ed (which no paper has picked up) into a strong pro-Owen letter

Here it is, complete with electronic signature.

Please blast around far and wide.

 << File: John Hill letter.DOC >> 

Document ID: 0.7.19343.5098





 











 


 


 

   





          


     


          


       


         


        


   


   


           


           


           


      


    


  


    


     


  


        


        


        


 


             


            


           


 

 

 

 

 

  




 

 


Document ID: 0.7.19343.8120-000001





 Sales, Nathan 

 
From:  Sales, Nathan 

Sent:  Monday, July 22, 2002 7:13 PM 

To:  Willett, Don; Remington, Kristi L; Koebele, Steve; Brett Kavanaugh (E-mail);


Manuel Miranda (E-mail); Alex Dahl (E-mail) 

Subject:  Fifth Circuit Stats 

Attachments:  Fifth Circuit Statistics.doc 

Per this morning's meeting, here's a one-pager on 5th Cir. stats.
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Fifth Circuit Statistics

 Of the 17 authorized seats on the Fifth Circuit, five judges were appointed by Democrat


presidents and ten were appointed by Republicans.  There are two vacancies, including


the one to which Justice Owen has been nominated.

 Prior to the confirmation of Edith Brown Clement on October 4, 2001, the previous four

appointees were Democrat appointees.  The Fifth Circuit had gone an entire decade

without a Republican appointee.

 Judge Harold DeMoss, a Bush 41 appointee, began service on December 2, 1991.


President Bush subsequently nominated another Fifth Circuit nominee (Sidney


Fitzwater), but the candidate never received a hearing.

 The Fifth Circuit’s decisions have fared quite well before the Supreme Court, especially


in comparison to notoriously activist jurisdictions such as the Ninth Circuit.

 Between 1985 and 1997, the Supreme Court reversed the Fifth Circuit 61 times, a


reversal rate of just 0.16%.  During that same period, the Court reversed the


Ninth Circuit fully 142 times, a reversal rate nearly three times that of the Fifth


Circuit.

 Between 1985 and 1997, the Fifth Circuit was summarily reversed just twice.  By


contrast, the Ninth Circuit was summarily reversed fifteen times over the same


period.
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Judicial Appointments
Historical Comparison: First Two Years of a Presidency

President Nominations

Submitted

Nominees 
Confirmed 

Percentage
Of Nominees

Confirmed

Circuit

Court

Nominations

Submitted

Circuit

Court

Nominees

Confirmed

Circuit

Court

Percentage

of Nominees

Confirmed

G.W. 
Bush 

(as of Aug. ’02


Senate recess) 

 

123 

 

72 

 

59% 

 

32 

 

13 41%

 
Clinton 

 

 

140 

 

126 

 

90% 

 

22 

 

19 86%

George 
H.W. 
Bush 

 

74 

 

70 
 

95% 

 

23 22 96%

 
Reagan 

 

88 

 

87 

 

99% 

 

20 

 

19 95%
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Judicial Appointments

Historical Comparison: First Two Years of a Presidency

President

Circuit Court Nominees

who waited more than

a year for a hearing

 
G.W. Bush 

(as of August 2002)

11

 

Clinton 0

 

George H.W. 
Bush

0

Reagan 0
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 Sales, Nathan 

 

From:  Sales, Nathan 

Sent:  Friday, August 30, 2002 2:03 PM 

To:  Dinh, Viet; Charnes, Adam; 'Brett_M._Kavanaugh@who.eop.gov'; Willett, Don;


Remington, Kristi L; Goodling, Monica; O'Brien, Pat; Koebele, Steve; Keefer,


Wendy J; 'Heather_Wingate@who.eop.gov'; 'Anne_Womack@who.eop.gov';


'kay daly (e-mail)'; 'barbara ledeen (e-mail)'; 'leonard leo (e-mail)'; 'jennifer


oschal (e-mail)' 

Subject:  Jipping on Owen and Biden 

Attachments:  WT piece on Owen_.doc 

 -----Original Message-----
From:  Tom Jipping [mailto:Tjipping@cwfa.org] 

Sent: Friday, August 30, 2002 1:50 PM
To: Sales, Nathan; 'tim(u)goeglein(a)who.eop.gov'; 'ed(u)haden(a)judiciary.senate.gov';


'manuel(u)miranda(a)judiciary.senate.gov'
Subject: This will be in the Washington Times on Tuesday 9-3-02

Document ID: 0.7.19343.5158



The Senate Judiciary Committee’s vote on Priscilla Owen’s appeals court nomination


will reveal the health of the judicial confirmation process.

Qualifications really mattered once. On June 24, 1986, Judiciary Committee member


Joseph Biden (D-DE) explained that he would vote for judicial nominees with “the

earmarks of excellence, intellectual capability, high achievement, and demonstrated


excellence in the law and the requisite judicial temperament.” A member of the Texas


Supreme Court since 1994, Justice Owen received a unanimous “Well Qualified” rating


from the American Bar Association, once praised by Democrats as the “gold standard.”

Democrats once opposed partisanship. On March 19, 1997, Judiciary Committee member


Edward Kennedy (D-MA) said it is “time to end the excessive partisanship over judicial


nominations.” On June 16, 1997, Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-VT)


said that “if there is one area where partisan politics should not be allowed, it is in the


area of the federal judiciary.”

Democrats once opposed litmus tests. On April 14, 1994, then-Chairman Biden


condemned as “inappropriate” the fact that some critics of a female appeals court


nominee “object to some of her decisions and therefore her confirmation on ideological

grounds.” On March 19, 1997, he said if judicial nominees “will be [persons] of their


word and follow [precedent], it does not matter to me what their ideology is.” On July 10,


1997, Sen. Leahy said he hoped “that no senator is imposing an ideological litmus test on


judicial nominations.” On March 17, 1998, he warned the Senate not to head “down a


road toward an ideological litmus test.” 

Democrats once said that judicial nominees deserve a vote by the full Senate. On March


19, 1997, Sen. Biden said that “everyone who is nominated is entitled to … have a


hearing and to have … a vote on the [Senate] floor…. We in the Judiciary Committee

have the right to give advice to the Senate, but it is the Senate that gives its advice and


consent on judicial nominations.” On September 28, 1998, Judiciary Committee member


Richard Durbin (D-IL) said that 150 days was too long for a nominee to wait without a


full Senate vote (Justice Owen was nominated 476 days ago).  In fact, in the past 60


years, the Senate Judiciary Committee has voted to prevent a judicial nominee from


reaching the full Senate just five times.

That was then, this is now. Despite Justice Owen’s qualifications, community service,


and widespread support in Texas, far-left political interest groups have ordered Democrat


senators to oppose her on purely ideological grounds. Abortion extremists, for example,


say Justice Owen has a “strong personal bias against the right to choose” based on a few

votes in parental notification cases. Yet Justice Owen was in the majority in nine of those


12 cases, dissenting only three times to uphold the decision of two lower courts requiring


notification. The liberal Washington Post said on July 24 that these three votes were not


“beyond the range of reasonable judicial disagreement.” Will senators once opposed to


litmus tests vote against a qualified nominee because of three votes that even a liberal


editorial page says are reasonable?
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Sen. Biden has outlined the better course. On April 19, 1994, he said he would support


nominees who have “the capacity, competence, and temperament,” who are “of good


character” and “free of conflict of interest,” and who will “faithfully apply the

Constitution and the precedents of the Supreme Court.” According to the ABA, its “well


qualified” rating means that Justice Owen is “at the top of the legal profession” and has


“outstanding legal ability, breadth of experience,” and “the highest reputation for

integrity.”

As if he were speaking today about the Owen nomination, Sen. Biden said on June 24,


1986, that a judicial confirmation “is not about right to life, it is not about conservative or


liberal, it is not about Democrat or Republican. It is about intellectual and professional


competence to serve as a member of the third coequal branch of the government.” And so

it should be today.

Will senators capitulate to the far-left groups that want them to ignore qualifications and


impose ideological litmus tests? Will they vote against Justice Owen because they


disagree about the outcome of some cases? Or will they instead use the standard Sen.


Biden outlined on September 17, 1986: “[T]he fact that I may disagree with the nominee

about the outcome of one or another matter within the legitimate parameters of debate is


not enough” to oppose a nominee? 

The Judiciary Committee’s vote will speak volumes.

Thomas L. Jipping, J.D., is Senior Fellow in Legal Studies at Concerned Women for


America, the nation’s largest public policy women’s organization.
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 Koebele, Steve 

 
From:  Koebele, Steve 

Sent:  Wednesday, September 04, 2002 12:26 PM 

To:  'Manuel_Miranda@judiciary.senate.gov ';


'heather_wingate@who.eop.gov'; 'Anne_Womack@who.eop.gov'; Remington,


Kristi L 

Cc:  'brett_m._kavanaugh@who.eop.go  Dinh, Viet; Charnes,


Adam; Willett, Don 

Subject:  Editorial - Owen in DMN - Attached 

Attachments:  Editorial-DMN 09-04-02.pdf 

Attached in PDF form is the Owen confirmation endorsement editorial that was published in today's
Dallas Morning News.

Thank you, Steve.
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 Koebele, Steve 

 
From:  Koebele, Steve 

Sent:  Thursday, September 5, 2002 9:29 AM 

To:  'Manuel Miranda@judiciary.senate.gov' 


 Willett, Don; Remington, Kristi L; Dinh,


Viet; Charnes, Adam 

Cc:  'Ed_Haden@judiciary.senate.gov'; 'heather_wingate@who.eop.gov';


'brett_m._kavanaugh@who.eop.gov'; 'Anne_Womack@who.eop.gov' 

Subject:  Wall Street Journal - Owen Editorial 

Attachments:  Editorial-WSJ 09-05-02.pdf 

Attached in PDF form is today's WSJ editorial.  Thank you, Steve.
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 Keefer, Wendy J 

 
From:  Keefer, Wendy J 

Sent:  Wednesday, December 18, 2002 2:56 PM 

To:  OLP-ALL; Goodling, Monica; Ciongoli, Adam; Wiggins, Mike; Jaso, Eric; Jordan,


Bill; Olson, Theodore B; Duffy, Stacey; Bryant, Daniel E; Gibson, Joseph; O'Brien,


Pat; Scottfinan, Nancy; Bass, Amy; Beach, Andrew; Richmond, Susan;


'Brett_M._Kavanaugh@who.eop.gov';


'H._Christopher_Bartolomucci@who.eop.gov';


'Jennifer_G._Newstead@who.eop.gov'; 'Bradford_A._Berenson@who.eop.gov';


'Noel_J._Francisco@who.eop.gov'; Bybee, Jay; Bradshaw, Sheldon;


'; 'Manuel_Miranda@judiciary.senate.gov';


Daniels, Deborah; Henke, Tracy; Schauder, Andrew; Day, Lori Sharpe; Clement,


Paul D; Higbee, David; Levey, Stuart; Bell, Michael J (OLA); Ho, James 

Subject:  Goodbye 

All:

I wanted to take some time before I left today, my last day, and thank all of you for being such wonderful

people and such great assets for our country.  I have enjoyed working with each of you and encourage

any of you to contact me if you ever make it down in the direction of Charleston.  I would be happy to

hear from you.

Wendy J. Keefer     Forwarding Information:
Senior Counsel and Chief of Staff   
Office of Legal Policy      
(202) 616-2643
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 Washington, Tracy T 

 
From:  Washington, Tracy T 

Sent:  Monday, January 27, 2003 8:39 AM 

To:  Adam Charnes; alex_dahl@judiciary.senate.gov; alex_vogel@frist.senate.gov;


Andrew Schauder; ASnee@who.eop.gov; Bradford_A._Berenson@who.eop.gov;


Brett_M._Kavanaugh@who.eop.gov; Brian Benczkowski; Dan Bryant; Don


Willett; H._Christopher_Bartolomucci@who.eop.gov; Heather Cutchens;


Heather_Wingate@who.eop.gov; Jamie Brown;


 Kristi Remington;


Kyle_Sampson@who.eop.gov; Lizette Benedi; Lori SharpeDay;


makan_delrahim@judiciary.senate.gov; manuel_miranda@judiciary.senate.gov;


Margarita_Tapia@Judiciary.senate.gov; Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov;


Monica Goodling; Nancy Scottfinan; Nathan Sales; Pat O'Brien;


rena_johnson_comisac@judiciary.senate.gov; Steve Koebele;


Tim_Goeglein@who.eop.gov; Viet Dinh; William Hall 

Subject:  Test for William Hall ONLY... 

Bill,

I have your name on my JCWG email listing, but for some reason, the email may be dropping your name. 
Please let me know if you received this email.  To all others, please disregard.  

Thanks,


Tracy T. Washington
U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legal Policy
Main Building, Room 4234
(202) 514-2737
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 Washington, Tracy T 

 

From:  Washington, Tracy T 

Sent:  Monday, February 10, 2003 3:10 PM 

To:  Adam Charnes; alex_dahl@judiciary.senate.gov; alex_vogel@frist.senate.gov;


Andrew Schauder; ASnee@who.eop.gov; Bradford_A._Berenson@who.eop.gov;


Brett_M._Kavanaugh@who.eop.gov; Brian Benczkowski; Dan Bryant; Don


Willett; H._Christopher_Bartolomucci@who.eop.gov; Heather Cutchens;


Heather_Wingate@who.eop.gov; Jamie Brown;


 Kristi Remington;


Kyle_Sampson@who.eop.gov; Lizette Benedi; Lori SharpeDay;


makan_delrahim@judiciary.senate.gov; manuel_miranda@judiciary.senate.gov;


Margarita_Tapia@Judiciary.senate.gov; Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov;


Monica Goodling; Nancy Scottfinan; Nathan Sales; Pat O'Brien;


rena_johnson_comisac@judiciary.senate.gov; Steve Koebele;


Tim_Goeglein@who.eop.gov; Viet Dinh; William Hall 

Subject:  CANCELED -- 4:00 p.m. Judicial Working Group Conference Call, Monday,


February 10. 

Importance:  High 

Tracy T. Washington
U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legal Policy
Main Building, Room 4234
(202) 514-2737
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THE WHITE HOUSE


WASHINGTON


March 5, 2003


Dear Senator Daschle:


As you know, some Democrat Senators have engaged in a filibuster to prevent a vote on

Miguel Estrada’s nomination.  They have stated that they want more information about Mr.

Estrada’s record before they will end the filibuster and allow the full Senate to vote up or down


on the nomination.  We strongly believe that the Senate has sufficient information and should


hold an immediate up or down vote.  In an effort to be responsive, however, I wrote to you on

February 27 to indicate that Senators who want more information can and should avail


themselves of three different and important sources: Senators should meet with Mr. Estrada, pose


written questions to him, and/or pose inquiries to his former superiors in the Department of

Justice and Judiciary.  Since my offer of February 27, however, I understand that no Senator has


submitted any questions to Mr. Estrada and that no Senator has submitted any inquiries to his


former superiors. And only one Senator, Senator Byrd, has scheduled a meeting with Mr.

Estrada.


We are deeply disappointed by and do not understand the near-uniform lack of response

thus far to my suggestion of ways in which Senators could gather more information about Mr.


Estrada.  Being respectful of those who have stated that they want more information, however, I


want to reiterate what I stated in my letter of February 27.  I urge Senators engaged in the

filibuster to avail themselves of the existing opportunities to gather additional information.


Senators who want more information can and should promptly meet with Mr. Estrada, pose


written questions to him, and/or pose inquiries to his former superiors in the Department of

Justice and Judiciary.  If the asserted basis for the filibuster -- the need for more information -- is


the actual motivation, Senators who have engaged in the filibuster should avail themselves of


these existing sources of information.


My renewed invitation is not to suggest that we find merit in the contention that Senators


currently do not have sufficient information to vote up or down on Mr. Estrada.  In that regard, I

ask all Senators who have engaged in the filibuster to carefully compare the extensive transcript


of Mr. Estrada’s hearing, as well as his subsequent written answers, to the transcripts of the


hearings of President Clinton’s three appointees to the D.C. Circuit: David Tatel, Judith Rogers,

and Merrick Garland.  (Two of these three nominees had no prior judicial experience, like Mr.


Estrada.)  Such a comparison demonstrates beyond any reasonable debate that Mr. Estrada was


asked for and has already provided far more information than any of those three appointees.

Judge Tatel was asked a total of three questions at his hearing.  Judges Rogers and Garland were


each asked fewer than 20 questions at their hearings.  The three appointees of President


Clinton -- combined -- thus answered fewer than half the number of questions at their hearings

that Mr. Estrada answered at his hearing.  What is more, both Judge Rogers and Judge Garland


declined to give their personal views on disputed legal and policy questions.  Judge Rogers


refused even to give her views when asked about the notion of an evolving Constitution.  And


Document ID: 0.7.19343.9266-000001



Judge Garland did not answer questions about his personal views on the death penalty and on


various Supreme Court precedents, stating only that he would follow the precedents.  In short,


we believe that the criticism of Mr. Estrada’s answers at his hearing is misplaced and reveals an

unfair double standard being applied to Mr. Estrada.     

We strongly believe that the record justifies an immediate up or down vote.  I also

respectfully urge those Senators who continue to filibuster on the ground that they need more


information to avail themselves of the existing sources of information.


Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.


 Sincerely, 

 Alberto R. Gonzales


 Counsel to the President


  

The Honorable Thomas A. Daschle


Copy:  The Honorable Bill Frist


 All United States Senators
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 Washington, Tracy T 

 

From:  Washington, Tracy T 

Sent:  Monday, March 24, 2003 2:48 PM 

To:  Adam Charnes; alex_dahl@judiciary.senate.gov; alex_vogel@frist.senate.gov;


Andrew Schauder; ASnee@who.eop.gov; Brett_M._Kavanaugh@who.eop.gov;


Brian Benczkowski; Dan Bryant; Don Willett;


H._Christopher_Bartolomucci@who.eop.gov; Heather Cutchens;


Heather_Wingate@who.eop.gov; Jamie Brown;


 Kristi Remington;


Kyle_Sampson@who.eop.gov; Lizette Benedi; Lori SharpeDay;


makan_delrahim@judiciary.senate.gov; Manuel_Miranda@frist.senate.gov;


Margarita_Tapia@Judiciary.senate.gov; Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov;


Monica Goodling; Nancy Scottfinan; Nathan Sales; Pat O'Brien;


Rena_Johnson_Comisac@Judiciary.senate.gov; Sheila Joy;


SRushton@CommitteeforJustice.org; Steve Koebele; Viet Dinh;


Wendy_J._Grubbs@who.eop.gov; William Hall 

Subject:  Monday, March 24, 2003, 4:00pm Judicial Working Conference Call is cancelled.


Tracy T. Washington
U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legal Policy
Main Building, Room 4234
(202) 514-2737
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? Circuit Nominees

(April 4, 2003)


Confirmed (2)


Jay Bybee (9th Nevada)

Tim Tymkovich (10th Colorado)


On Executive Calendar (6)


Miguel Estrada (DC)

John Roberts (DC)

Priscilla Owen (5th Texas)

Ed Prado (5th Texas)

Deborah Cook (6th Ohio)

Jeff Sutton (6th Ohio)


In Judiciary Committee (11)


Richard Wesley (2nd New York)

Michael Chertoff (3rd New Jersey)

Terry Boyle (4th North Carolina)

Charles Pickering (5th Mississippi)

David McKeague (6th Michigan)

Susan Neilson (6th Michigan)

Richard Griffin (6th Michigan)

Henry Saad (6th Michigan)

Steve Colloton (8th Iowa)

Consuelo Callahan (9th California)

Carolyn Kuhl (9th California)


Current vacancies without nominees or publicly announced future retirements (11)


D.C. Circuit

D.C. Circuit

3rd Circuit

3rd Circuit

4th Circuit

4th Circuit

4th Circuit

8th Circuit

9th Circuit

9th Circuit

11th Circuit
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108th Congress – Circuit Nominees
(April 4, 2003)

Confirmed (2)


Jay Bybee (9th Nevada)

Tim Tymkovich (10th Colorado)

On Executive Calendar (6)

Miguel Estrada (DC)

John Roberts (DC)


Priscilla Owen (5th Texas)

Ed Prado (5th Texas)


Deborah Cook (6th Ohio)

Jeff Sutton (6th Ohio)

In Judiciary Committee (11)

Richard Wesley (2nd New York)

Michael Chertoff (3rd New Jersey)

Terry Boyle (4th North Carolina)

Charles Pickering (5th Mississippi)


David McKeague (6th Michigan)

Susan Neilson (6th Michigan)

Richard Griffin (6th Michigan)

Henry Saad (6th Michigan)

Steve Colloton (8th Iowa)

Consuelo Callahan (9th California)

Carolyn Kuhl (9th California)

Current vacancies without nominees or publicly announced future retirements (11)

D.C. Circuit

D.C. Circuit

3rd Circuit

3rd Circuit

4th Circuit

4th Circuit

4th Circuit

8th Circuit

9th Circuit

9th Circuit

11th Circuit
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 Washington, Tracy T


 

From:  Washington, Tracy T 

Sent:  Monday, April 7, 2003 12:13 PM 

To:  Adam Charnes; alex_dahl@judiciary.senate.gov; alex_vogel@frist.senate.gov;


Andrew Schauder; ASnee@who.eop.gov; Brett_M._Kavanaugh@who.eop.gov;


Brian Benczkowski; Dan Bryant; Don Willett;


H._Christopher_Bartolomucci@who.eop.gov; Heather Cutchens;


Heather_Wingate@who.eop.gov; Jamie Brown;


 Kristi Remington;


Kyle_Sampson@who.eop.gov; Lizette Benedi; Lori SharpeDay;


makan_delrahim@judiciary.senate.gov; Manuel_Miranda@frist.senate.gov;


Margarita_Tapia@Judiciary.senate.gov; Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov;


Monica Goodling; Nancy Scottfinan; Nathan Sales; Pat O'Brien;


Rena_Johnson_Comisac@Judiciary.senate.gov; Sheila Joy;


SRushton@CommitteeforJustice.org; Steve Koebele; Viet Dinh;


Wendy_J._Grubbs@who.eop.gov; William Hall 

Subject:  4:00pm Judicial Working Group Conference Call is CANCELLED. 

Impo
rtance:  High 

Tracy T. Washington
U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legal Policy
Main Building, Room 4234
(202) 514-2737
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 Washington, Tracy T


 

From:  Washington, Tracy T 

Sent:  Monday, April 28, 2003 3:51 PM 

To:  Adam Charnes; alex_dahl@judiciary.senate.gov; alex_vogel@frist.senate.gov;


Andrew Schauder; ASnee@who.eop.gov; Brett_M._Kavanaugh@who.eop.gov;


Brian Benczkowski; Dan Bryant; Don Willett;


H._Christopher_Bartolomucci@who.eop.gov; Heather Cutchens;


Heather_Wingate@who.eop.gov; Jamie Brown;


; Kristi Remington;


Kyle_Sampson@who.eop.gov; Lizette Benedi; Lori SharpeDay;


makan_delrahim@judiciary.senate.gov; Manuel_Miranda@frist.senate.gov;


Margarita_Tapia@Judiciary.senate.gov; Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov;


Monica Goodling; Nancy Scottfinan; Nathan Sales; Pat O'Brien;


Rena_Johnson_Comisac@Judiciary.senate.gov; Sheila Joy;


SRushton@CommitteeforJustice.org; Steve Koebele; Viet Dinh;


Wendy_J._Grubbs@who.eop.gov; William Hall 

Subject:  4:00 p.m. Judicial Working Group Conference Call is cancelled. 

I
mportance:  High 

Tracy T. Washington
U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legal Policy
Main Building, Room 4234
(202) 514-2737
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? Status of Circuit Nominees

(April 29, 2003)


COURT OF APPEALS NOMINEES (25)


Confirmed (3)


Jay Bybee (9th Nevada)

Tim Tymkovich (10th Colorado)

Jeff Sutton (6th Ohio)


On Executive Calendar (4)


Miguel Estrada (DC)

Priscilla Owen (5th Texas)

Ed Prado (5th Texas)

Deborah Cook (6th Ohio)


In Judiciary Committee (16)


John Roberts (DC)

Richard Wesley (2nd New York)

Michael Chertoff (3rd New Jersey)

Terry Boyle (4th North Carolina)

Claude Allen (4th Virginia)

Allyson Duncan (4th North Carolina)

Charles Pickering (5th Mississippi)

David McKeague (6th Michigan)

Susan Neilson (6th Michigan)

Richard Griffin (6th Michigan)

Henry Saad (6th Michigan)

Steve Colloton (8th Iowa)

Carlos Bea (9th California)

Consuelo Callahan (9th California)

Carolyn Kuhl (9th California)

Bill Pryor (11th Alabama)


Announced Intents to Nominate (2)


Michael Fisher (3rd Pennsylvania)

Jay Waldman (3rd Pennsylvania)


ANNOUNCED FUTURE RETIREMENTS OR CURRENT VACANCIES WITHOUT NOMINEES (5)


CADC, CADC, CA4, CA8, and CA9
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 Dinh, Viet 

 

Subject: Conference Call Re: Priscilla Owen Nomination 

  

Start: Thursday, July 11, 2002 6:00 PM 

End: Thursday, July 11, 2002 6:30 PM 

  

Recurrence: Daily 

Recurrence Pattern: every day from 6:00 PM to 6:30 PM 

  

Meeting Status:  Accepted 

  

Organizer:  Dinh, Viet 

Required Attendees:  O'Brien, Pat; Goodling, Monica; Corallo, Mark; Charnes,


Adam; Willett, Don; Koebele, Steve; Keefer, Wendy J;


Remington, Kristi L; Sales, Nathan;


'Anne_Womack@who.eop.gov';


'brett_m._kavanaugh@who.eop.gov';


';


'Heather_Wingate@who.eop.gov

'Alex_Dahl@judiciary.senate.gov';


'Manuel_Miranda@judiciary.senate.gov';


'Tim_Goeglein@who.eop.gov';


'Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov';


'Joe_Jacquot@Hutchinson.senate.gov' 

   

Dial In: 
Passcode: 
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 Dinh, Viet 

 

Subject: Updated: Conference Call Re Priscilla Owen Nomination 

   

Start:  Thursday, July 11, 2002 6:00 PM 

End:  Thursday, July 11, 2002 6:30 PM 

Show Time As:  Tentative 

   

Recurrence:  Daily 

Recurrence Pattern:  every day from 6:00 PM to 6:30 PM 

  

Meeting Status: Not yet responded 

  

Organizer:  Dinh, Viet 

Required Attendees:  O'Brien, Pat; Goodling, Monica; Corallo, Mark; Charnes,


Adam; Willett, Don; Koebele, Steve; Keefer, Wendy J;


Remington, Kristi L; Sales, Nathan;


'Anne_Womack@who.eop.gov';


'brett_m._kavanaugh@who.eop.gov';


';


'Heather_Wingate@who.eop.gov

'Alex_Dahl@judiciary.senate.gov';


'Manuel_Miranda@judiciary.senate.gov';


'Tim_Goeglein@who.eop.gov';


'Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov';


'Joe_Jacquot@Hutchinson.senate.gov' 

   

Dial In: 
Passcode: 
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 Remington, Kristi L 

 

From:  Remington, Kristi L 

Sent:  Friday, July 12, 2002 4:59 PM 

To:  Dinh, Viet; Willett, Don; O'Brien, Pat; Goodling, Monica; Corallo, Mark; Charnes,


Adam; Koebele, Steve; Keefer, Wendy J; Remington, Kristi L; Sales, Nathan;


'Anne_Womack@who.eop.gov'; 'brett_m._kavanaugh@who.eop.gov';


 'Heather_Wingate@who.eop.gov';


 'Alex_Dahl@judiciary.senate.gov';


'Manuel_Miranda@judiciary.senate.gov'; 'Tim_Goeglein@who.eop.gov';


'Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov'; 'Joe_Jacquot@Hutchinson.senate.gov' 

Subject:  FW: Conference Call Re Priscilla Owen Nomination 

 -----Original Appointment-----
From:  Brewster, Albert   On Behalf Of Dinh, Viet

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2002 6:12 PM
To: Dinh, Viet; O'Brien, Pat; Goodling, Monica; Corallo, Mark; Charnes, Adam; Willett, Don; Koebele, Steve; Keefer,


Wendy J; Remington, Kristi L; Sales, Nathan; 'Anne Womack@who.eop.gov';

'brett m. kavanaugh@who.eop.gov'; 'Heather Wingate@who.eop.go

'Alex Dahl@judiciary.senate.gov'; 'Manuel Miranda@judiciary.senate.gov'; 'Tim Goeglein@who.eop.gov';

'Matthew E. Smith@who.eop.gov'; 'joe jacquot@hutchison.senate.gov' ;


'

Subject: Updated: Conference Call Re Priscilla Owen Nomination
When: Thursday, July 11, 2002 6:00 PM-6:30 PM (GMT-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).

Where: 

Dial In: 
Passcode: 
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 Sutton, Jason 

 

Subject:  Conference Call Re Priscilla Owen Nomination 

   

Start:  Tuesday, July 16, 2002 6:00 PM 

End:  Tuesday, July 16, 2002 6:30 PM 

   

Recurrence:  (none) 

   

Meeting Status:  Meeting organizer 

   

Organizer:  Sutton, Jason 

Required Attendees:  O'Brien, Pat; Goodling, Monica; Corallo, Mark; Charnes,


Adam; Willett, Don; Koebele, Steve; Keefer, Wendy J;


Remington, Kristi L; Sales, Nathan;


'Anne_Womack@who.eop.gov';


'brett_m._kavanaugh@who.eop.gov';


'Heather_Wingate@who.eop.gov 


'Alex_Dahl@judiciary.senate.gov';


'Manuel_Miranda@judiciary.senate.gov';


'Tim_Goeglein@who.eop.gov';


'Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov';


'joe_jacquot@hutchison.senate.go 


' 

   

Dial In: 
Passco
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 Sales, Nathan 

 
From:  Sales, Nathan 

Sent:  Monday, July 22, 2002 10:14 AM 

To:  Willett, Don; 'Anne Womack (E-mail)'; Goodling, Monica 

Cc:  Dinh, Viet; Remington, Kristi L; Koebele, Steve; 'Brett Kavanaugh (E-mail)';


'Manuel Miranda (E-mail)'; 'Alex Dahl (E-mail)' 

Subject:  RE: we've reformatted the John Hill op-ed (which no paper has picked up) into a


strong pro-Owen letter 

Attachments:  John Hill letter.pdf 

All, here's a PDF version of the same letter.  Happy distributing!

 -----Original Message-----

From:  Willett, Don  
Sent: Sunday, July 21, 2002 6:34 PM

To: Anne Womack (E-mail); Goodling, Monica
Cc: Dinh, Viet; Remington, Kristi L; Sales, Nathan; Koebele, Steve; Brett Kavanaugh (E-mail); Manuel Miranda


(E-mail); Alex Dahl (E-mail)
Subject: we've reformatted the John Hill op-ed (which no paper has picked up) into a strong pro-Owen letter

Here it is, complete with electronic signature.

Please blast around far and wide.

 << File: John Hill letter.DOC >> 
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John L. Hill

JP Morgan Chase Tower


600 Travis Street, Suite 3400


Houston, Texas  77002

(713) 226-1230

July 19, 2002


Via Facsimile (202) 224-9516


and First Class Mail


The Honorable Patrick Leahy

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary


United States Senate


224 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D. C.  20510


Dear Chairman:


 President Bush honored impeccable integrity, character, and scholarship when he nominated to


the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit a leading voice for reform in the Texas judiciary:

Priscilla Owen.


 I came to know Justice Owen several years ago during her service on the Texas Supreme Court,

where I had previously served as Chief Justice.  Then and now, Justice Owen has distinguished herself


as a forceful advocate for reforming Texas’s system for selecting judges.  Under the state Constitution,


for more than 125 years, Texas has selected its judges through contested elections, and the law

therefore permits judicial candidates to receive campaign contributions.  The system has positive


aspects, but one of the downsides is that it invites speculation about whether judges should preside in


cases where their contributors appear as attorneys or parties.  That’s why Justice Owen tirelessly has

fought to minimize the influence of campaign contributions in judicial elections.


 Reflecting her early commitment to the integrity of the courts, Justice Owen signed a judicial

reform pledge during her first campaign in 1994.  She has championed several proposed constitutional


amendments, including an option for judges to run in non-partisan retention elections.  She has written


to members of the bench and bar, urging them to back reform.  She has argued that the judiciary should

be above the influence of partisan politics.  And in a unique combination of symbolism and substance,


Justice Owen returned over a third of her campaign contributions after not drawing a Democrat or


Republican opponent during her 2000 re-election campaign.


 Justice Owen and I would be the first to admit that the Texas judicial-selection system is in


need of reform.  But some special interest groups confuse flaws in our system with flaws in our judges.

These groups insist on denouncing individual members of the judiciary, when reform of the laws they


dislike can only come from amending the Texas Constitution, which Justice Owen strongly supports.
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 Willett, Don 

 
From:  Willett, Don 

Sent:  Monday, July 22, 2002 4:23 PM 

To:  Charnes, Adam; 'alex_dahl@judiciary.senate.gov';


'anne_womack@who.eop.gov 


'brett_m._kavanaugh@who.eop.gov'; 'heather wingate@who.eop.gov';


'joe_jacquot@hutchison.senate.go 


Remington, Kristi 


'manuel_miranda@judiciary.senate.gov'; Corallo, Mark;


'Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov'; O'Brien, Pat; 'Tim_Goeglein@who.eop.gov';


Scottfinan, Nancy; Leonard Leo (E-mail); Dinh, Viet; Koebele, Steve; Sales,


Nathan; Sutton, Jason 

Subject:  Reminder -- 6:00 p.m. Priscilla Owen Conference Call Today... 

Dial In: 
Passcode: 

 -----Original Message-----
From:  Washington, Tracy T  
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2002 5:51 PM
To: Adam Charnes; alex dahl@judiciary.senate.gov; anne womack@who.eop.gov;


; brett m. kavanaugh@who.eop.gov; Don Willett;

heather wingate@who.eop.gov; joe jacquot@hutchison.senate.go  Kristi

Remington ; manuel miranda@judiciary.senate.gov; Mark Corallo;

Matthew E. Smith@who.eop.gov; Pat O'Brien; Tim Goeglein@who.eop.gov

Subject: Reminder -- 6:00 p.m. Priscilla Owen Conference Call Today...
Importance: High

Friday, July 19

Dial In: 
Passcode: 

Tracy Washington

U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legal Policy

Room 4640


(202) 514 2737
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 Willett, Don 

 

From:  Willett, Don 

Sent:  Thursday, September 5, 2002 3:56 PM 

To:  Willett, Don; Remington, Kristi L; Charnes, Adam;


'alex_dahl@judiciary.senate.gov'; 'anne_womack@who.eop.gov';


 'brett_m._kavanaugh@who.eop.gov';


'heather_wingate@who.eop.gov'; 'JCartoon@shb.com';


'joe_jacquot@hutchison.senate.go 


'; 'manuel_miranda@judiciary.senate.gov';


'Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov'; Goodling, Monica; O'Brien, Pat;


'Tim_Goeglein@who.eop.gov'; 'vschwartz@shb.com'; Sales, Nathan; Brown,


Jamie E (OLA); 'Leonard Leo (E-mail)'; Dinh, Viet; 'Rena Johnson (E-mail)' 

Cc:  Washington, Tracy T 

Subject:  BRIEF final Owen Conference Call tonight at 6:00 

It'll be short-and-sweet.

Dial In:   
Passcode:   
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 (Embedded 
 image moved   "Miranda, Manuel (Frist)" 
 to file:      <Manuel_Miranda@frist.senate.gov> 
 pic12193.pcx) 02/27/2003 06:39:27 PM 

Record Type:   Record


To:   See the distribution list at the bottom of this message


cc:   margaret.hoover@mail.house.gov, omar.franco@mail.house.gov

Subject:  Estrada Phone Conf/ Friday at 11:15
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 Washington, Tracy T


 

From:  Washington, Tracy T 

Sent:  Monday, March 10, 2003 10:16 AM 

To:  Adam Charnes; alex_dahl@judiciary.senate.gov; alex_vogel@frist.senate.gov;


Andrew Schauder; ASnee@who.eop.gov; Brett_M._Kavanaugh@who.eop.gov;


Brian Benczkowski; Dan Bryant; Don Willett;


H._Christopher_Bartolomucci@who.eop.gov; Heather Cutchens;


Heather_Wingate@who.eop.gov; Jamie Brown;


 Kristi Remington;


Kyle_Sampson@who.eop.gov; Lizette Benedi; Lori SharpeDay;


makan_delrahim@judiciary.senate.gov; Manuel_Miranda@frist.senate.gov;


Margarita_Tapia@Judiciary.senate.gov; Matthew_E._Smith@who.eop.gov;


Monica Goodling; Nancy Scottfinan; Nathan Sales; Pat O'Brien;


rena_johnson_comisac@judiciary.senate.gov; Sheila Joy; Steve Koebele; Viet


Dinh; Wendy_J._Grubbs@who.eop.gov; William Hall 

Subject:  4:00 p.m. Judicial Working Group Conference Call is Cancelled today. 

Importance:
 High 

Tracy T. Washington
U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legal Policy
Main Building, Room 4234
(202) 514-2737
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? Circuit Nominees


Confirmed (1)


Jay Bybee (9th Nevada)


On Executive Calendar (6)


Miguel Estrada (DC)

John Roberts (DC)

Priscilla Owen (5th Texas)

Jeff Sutton (6th Ohio)

Deborah Cook (6th Ohio)

Tim Tymkovich (10th Colorado)


In Judiciary Committee (12)


Richard Wesley (2nd New York)

Michael Chertoff (3rd New Jersey)

Terry Boyle (4th North Carolina)

Ed Prado (5th Texas)

Charles Pickering (5th Mississippi)

David McKeague (6th Michigan)

Susan Neilson (6th Michigan)

Richard Griffin (6th Michigan)

Henry Saad (6th Michigan)

Steve Colloton (8th Iowa)

Consuelo Callahan (9th California)

Carolyn Kuhl (9th California)


To be nominated (9)


D.C. Circuit

D.C. Circuit

3rd Circuit (Pennsylvania)

3rd Circuit (Pennsylvania)

4th Circuit (NC/VA/MD)

4th Circuit (NC/VA/MD)

9th Circuit (Idaho)

9th Circuit (California)

11th Circuit (Alabama)
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